
 

Pwani Innovation Week - The Digital 
Economy,Showcasing disruptive 

innovations in all sectors 
 
 
 

New digital technologies have changed the way we engage and do business and 
disrupted almost every single aspect of our lives. This year’s Pwani Innovation Week 
provides a platform where Governments, industries, businesses, organizations and 
individuals will showcase, engage, discuss and explore how Africa, through Kenya is 
leapfrogging economic growth – using digital technologies.  
 
The five pillars proposed by Kenya’s Blueprint launched in Rwanda this year; Digital 
Government, Digital Business, Infrastructure, Innovation-Driven Entrepreneurship 
and Digital Skills and Values, will be the subtheme’s that we will use to drive the 
breakout sessions. 
 
We look forward to seeing participants operating within the digital economy as “the 
entirety of sectors that operate using digitally-enabled communications and networks 
leveraging internet, mobile and other technologies” irrespective of industry, engage, 
discuss and showcase the potential of this sector. The digital revolution has spurred 
the development of a small but rapidly growing digital sector, with innovative 
entrepreneurs launching new digitally-enabled services while creating 21st century 
jobs. More significantly, digital technologies are gradually driving productivity gains in 
traditional industries through value addition in business processes. 
 
As the hub of innovation in the Coast region, we look forward to showcasing how live 
and real examples of how these disruptive technologies such as Artificial Intelligence 
(AI), robotics, Block Chain, drones, internet of things, big data, and software-enabled 
industrial platforms have great potential for impact on economic development. 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Pwani Innovation Week is a consolidated effort by Swahilipot Hub and it’s partners to 
help create a widespread culture of innovation in the coastal counties of Kenya. 
Scheduled for December 3 - 7, 2019 in Mombasa, the event is aimed at stimulating 
the Innovation ecosystem in the Pwani region. 
 



 

 
 
The Pwani Region consists of 6 counties: 

● Mombasa 
● Kwale 
● Kilifi 
● Lamu 
● Tana River 
● Taita Taveta 

 
Central to Pwani Innovation Week is the development and launch of a Pwani 
Innovation Strategy. This initiative signals our intent to build an innovation ecosystem 
focused on creating and supporting new businesses and developing value chains 
across key sectors in the Pwani Region. 
 
For more details, please visit www.pwaniinnovationweek.co.ke  
 
The Concept 
Various activities will take place in each county touching upon different themes such 
as exhibition showcases of innovative products and services, the launch of new 
regional initiatives, hackathons and competitions, interactive programs such as labs 
and workshops, engaging talk sessions, fun evening activities in public places, and 
many more. 
 
Objectives 

1. To stimulate the Innovation Ecosystem in the Pwani region 
2. To develop the Pwani Innovation Strategy 
3. To showcase and celebrate innovative products and services 

 
Theme: Meeting Future Aspirations 
Innovation catalyzes the aspirations of individuals, private institutions and 
governments to achieve development by generating creative ideas and introducing 
new products, services and operations that improve the overall quality of life. 
 
Who Should Attend 
Pwani Innovation week is designed for innovators looking to showcase products, 
services and operations that will create sustainable economic development. The 
event will create a shared platform for innovators, investors and other stakeholders 
in the innovation 
ecosystem to understand, demonstrate and articulate their ideas, needs and 
solutions. 

http://www.pwaniinnovationweek.co.ke/


 

Attendees will be able to ask questions, critique and invest in different innovations 
showcased. The weeklong event will be open to government entities, academia, 
students, startups, trainers & consultants, corporate developers, leaders, managers 
and investors. 
 
Key Sectors 

● Academia 
● Agriculture and Agribusiness 
● Art, Culture and Heritage 
● Civil Society 
● Mining 
● Urban Planning 
● Technology and Communication 
● Tourism & Hospitality 
● Transport & Logistics 
● Private sector including SME’s 
● Public Sector - both National and County Governments 

 
Event Highlights 

● Keynotes 
● Panel Discussions 
● Workshops and Bootcamps 
● Networking and Entertainment 
● Hackathons and Competitions 
● Exhibition Showcase 

 
Program of Activities 
 

Date Activities Venue 

3 RD – 6 TH December - Exhibition 
Showcase 

Swahilipot Hub 

3 RD – 5 TH December - Workshops 
- Bootcamps 
- Competitions 
- Hackathons 
- Side Events 

Swahilipot Hub 

5 TH December - Regional 
- Competitions 
- Reception Cocktail 

Swahilipot Hub 

6 TH – 7 TH December - Main conference Swahilipot Hub 



 

(including keynotes 
and panel 
discussions) 

- Gala Dinner 
 
 
Activities & Competitions 
Participants and partners of Pwani Innovation week will have the opportunity to 
organize workshops, bootcamps and side events in various venues across the six 
Pwani counties. These activities will be guided by the event theme: Meeting Future 
Aspirations. 
 
Our competitions target the most promising entrepreneurs with innovative ideas and 
projects that deserve the opportunity to be showcased to potential investors. The 
winners of these competitions will be announced during the Gala dinner. The 
selection process is strict and multi-phased. It is designed as a learning process, 
where important recommendations are made to the candidates which they can use 
to improve their offerings. 
 
Special Events 
 

DATE ACTIVITIES VENUE 

2 ND ,8 TH & 9 TH Family Events Select Destinations in 
Pwani 

8 TH Pwani Got Talent Concert Swahilipot Hub 
 
The Special events are designed to give the families attending Pwani Innovation 
Week an opportunity to tour the Pwani region and marvel at its different Sectors. 
 
The Pwani Got Talent is specially designed to showcase the richness of artistic 
talents around the coast region. 
 
Attend PIW 
Pwani Innovation Week is designed to cultivate collaboration and innovation in our 
community. PIW 2019 will gather innovative solutions and comprehensive speakers 
under one roof to deliver solutions for your exploration to help you achieve your 
future aspirations. 
 
Exhibit at PIW 



 

The pride of innovators lies in showcasing their products and services. Get the 
benefits of exhibiting at Pwani Innovation Week by showcasing your work to a 
combined market from all the six counties. Be where your customers will be. 
 
Participate in our competitions 
Our competitions are designed to surface the best ideas, products and services from 
high schools, universities and the SME sector across the six counties. Compete for 
investment and the opportunity to pitch in front of potential investors. 
 
Sponsor PIW 
Partner with us to realize an innovation ecosystem in the Pwani Region and to 
position your organization to reap the benefits of a consolidated market. 


